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officer on the Flag, was not entitled. He was a
man of the same age as Harry Gould, jealous,
vindictive, and of uncontrolled passions. He never
believed that he received the due meed of his
merits. Disappointed in his hope of being given
the command of the Flag, he nursed at the bottom
of his heart a secret hatred of his captain. But his
temper had not escaped the vigilance of the boat-
swain, John Block, a fearless, reliable man devoted
heart -and soul to his chief.
The crew of the Flag, mustering some score of
men, was not of the first-class, as Captain Gould
very well knew. The boatswain noticed with dis-
approval the indulgence too often shown by Robert
Borupt to some of the sailors, when fault should
have been found with them for neglect of duty.
He thought that all this was suspicious, and he
watched the second officer, fully determined to give
Captain Gould warning, if needful.
Nothing of note happened between the 22nd of
August and the 9th of September. The condition
of the sea and the direction of the wind were alike
favourable to the ship's progress, though the breeze
was a shade too light. If the three-master were able
to maintain the same rate of progress she would
reach New Switzerland waters about the middle
of October, within the time anticipated.
But about this time the crew began to manifest
'symptoms of insubordination. It even looked as